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MASSART ET VANDERYELDE: PARASITISME 75 

expenditure, for every one will find work to do who wants it, and will 
produce something for himself or for his neighbours if the rich man 
does not want anything. In short, this treatise will cease to have any 
practical application" (254). 

The practical application of this treatise, since nationalisation is 
still unaccomplished, is to saving and spending, in relation to the 
Australian crisis. It was the saving of the "tribute-holder" that 
caused the crisis (133). Just before the crisis in Victoria, the banks 
were unusually full; accumulations in banks are " accumulations 
of claims, not of goods, and are exactly what cause the crisis" (150). 
Tribute had outrun earnings ; claims had accumulated beyond the 
power of payment (ib). To this it might be answered that tribute could 
only outrun earnings if a large number of people had been respectively 
knaves and fools; it could only do so if there were claims for goods 
without any equivalent to give title to these claims. Mr. Ogilvy is 
against saving only because, as things now are, the claims are pro- 
cured on too easy terms. He allows (200) that accumulations are due, 
though rarely, to abstinence, and thinks they are more often due (1) to 
extra-exertion when a man produces something and holds it over for 
future wants; (2), to the durability of some articles, which leads to 
their being produced faster than they wear out; (3), to the advance 
of knowledge, enabling us to produce more than we want with the 
same labour formerly needed for mere sufficiency. Without absti- 
nence, therefore, accumulation would still go on.- It is not abstinence 
that is wanted but more consumption: " The greater the consumnption, 
the greater the demand; and the greater the demand the more active 
the production" (137). There was too much saving and too little 
consumption in Australia at the time of the crisis ;-at least, that is 
what we are told in this book. J. BONAR 

Parasitisme organique et parasitisme social, par JEAN MASSART 
et EMILE VANDERVELDE. (Paris: Reinwald, Bibliotheque 
internationale des sciences sociologiques). 1898. (1 Vol. in 
l6mo, 167 pp). 

M. MASSART is one of the most distinguished biologists of the Free 
University of Brussels. M. Yandervelde is the well-known Socialist 
Deputy, Professor at the New University of Brussels, and Sociologist. 
They collaborated some time back in the production of a paradox which 
was published in a French review. The little pamphlet above men- 
tioned is only a reprint intended to take a place in a series entitled 
"The Library of Sociological Science," and published under the 
editorship of M. A. Hamon. 

I a-n inclined to think that MM. Massart and Vandervelde wished to 
amuse thernselves; or at any rate to make a novel venture. Their 
tactics consist in employing an over-wide definition, applying it to a 
biological phenomenon and to social phenomena, and then writing- 
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each for his own part-under the same headings and with the same 
divisions, on the aspects which these phenomena assume in their own 
particular sphere. 

They define the parasite as ant intdividual living at the expense of 
another withoutt destroying it and without benefiting it: which might be 
said with as much truth of the child at the breast as of true parasites. 
Then M. Massart in the biological field, and M. Vandervelde in the social 
field, trace for us the diverse forms of parasitism (its manner of 
borrowing nourishment, force and life), its evolution, and the 
influence of the parasitic life on the parasite itself as well as on the 
"parasite." 

I assume that what M. Massart so clearly sets forth is incontro- 
vertible. Let others judge whether it is the same in regard to the picture 
of social parasitism when I explain that M. Vandervelde ranges as 
parasites, landed proprietors (who are the toeniada of the social body), 
c6urtiers holding sinecures (forming a court), those who live by 
prostitution, usurers, professional delinquents, stock jobbers, feudal 
lords (who once imposed compulsory labour), sham beggars, charlatans, 
pseudo-scientists, " sweaters," of course, and the shareholders of 
joint stock companies, &c. At first it is all somewhat amusing, but 
after a time this kind of play gets fearfully aggravating because one 
sees too much of the wires. 

To sum up, I fancy that this double-barrelled essay is of a nature 
tending definitely to discredit the abuse of biological metaphor in 
Sociology. ERNEST MAHAIM. 

Overproductiom and Crises. By KARL RODBERTUS, translated by 
JULIA FRANKLIN, with an Inltroductionl by J. B. CLARK. 

(London: Swan Sonnenschein and Co. 1898.) 

GREAT though the interest is attaching to the first work by 
Rodbertus which has been translated into English, it is impossible to 
avoid tempering congratulation by regret on the present occasion. 
This particular book is not a very happy choice on the part of the 
translator, partly no doubt by reason of its controversial character, 
though mainly because it touches but slightly and yet dogmatically on 
many of the cardinal features in the theory of this great socialist thinker. 
It is still more unfortunate that a title should be prefixed to a work 
which deals only in part with the subject denoted and which would 
be described more correctly as the second letter to von Kirchmann. 
If it was necessary to give another than the general title, at any rate, 
care should have been taken to have avoided the suggestion that this 
work was mainly and specifically occupied with the consideration of 
over-production. With regard to the matter of this volume there are 
two things to be noticed. It is one of a series, nominally of three, but 
substantially of four letters which Rodbertus wrote to his friend and 
opponent von Kirchmann in exposition of his views, and in this particular 
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